
Introduction 

During 2016, Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team was funded by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund to collect first hand information about how asbestos was used 

during the mid-late 20th Century. We developed a questionnaire and asked 

those who had been in contact with asbestos during this period to tell us where 

it had been used. We asked them to share their memories and, if possible, 

their photos. 

 

In response we received over 60 completed questionnaires. This enabled us to 

develop an overview of where and how asbestos was used during this period. 

We were able to compile lists of workplaces and professions commonly 

affected. But most importantly we were able to collect a wide range of 

indicators as to where asbestos might still be found. 

 

Those who work with objects that were produced during this period need to be 

aware that they might be handling asbestos.  Those converting or renovating 

old buildings in particular should take care. This book is aimed at museum and 

heritage workers, vintage collectors, DIY enthusiasts and period property 

renovators. It gives examples through lists, quotations and photographs of 

those places where asbestos may still be found. 

 

This is not a complete record—we have only spoken to a small fraction of 

those who worked with asbestos. The UK imported large amounts of the 

substance during the 20th century—more than six million tonnes. Much of this 

asbestos is still in place and some of those locations may not yet have come to 

light.  



 

Some might think that because the asbestos is old, it has lost its power to 

kill.  This is not the case—in fact the reverse may be true. Asbestos is at its 

most dangerous when the object containing it begins to degrade. Loose 

fibres, when breathed in, are the cause of the diseases caused by asbestos 

exposure. 

 

Our message is therefore to take extra care when working in a 20th century 

environment. Please use this book as guidance in making an informed 

decision about the safety of an object or building. 

 

It might save lives.  

 

To view the results of this project online, visit 

www.asbestosheritage.co.uk 

 

Join us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/AsbestosHeritage/ 

Join us on Twitter @BewareAsbestos  

 

 

DAST have a banner display and 

leaflets which are available for events 

and exhibitions. 

info@asbestossupport.co.uk 



Asbestos in Residential Buildings 

Look out for: 

 

 

 

 

 

Be aware of asbestos when renovating old properties. Any house built before 

1999 is likely to contain asbestos. 

Vinyl Floor Tiles 

Artex Ceilings 

Fuse Boxes 

Guttering 

Cold Water Tanks 

Shed & Garage Rooves 

Fireplaces 

Lagging 

“In the early 1960s, I worked on council houses as a painter and decorator. We 

had to rub down fascia boards, soffits and downpipes which were all made from 

asbestos, before painting them. We used sandpaper and a wire brush.” 

            CB 

 

“In 1972 - 74 I was employed in replacing asbestos pipes ready for North Sea 

Gas conversion. Asbestos pipes were used to allow gas fumes out of gas 

appliances. We had to smash them out and replace with new pipe. We also had 

to cut and drill through asbestos eaves of buildings and fit vents.” 

            KR  

Advertisement from 1950s DIY Magazine 



“Between 1968 - 73 I was laying floor tiles to new and old houses in 

Northampton and exposed to tiles with asbestos in them. It was in the 

thermoplastic floor tiles. 

Also, when working in new houses they were mixing up artex for the ceilings so I 

breathed in fumes from that.” 

            RW 

 

“I worked as a carpenter and joiner from 1953 - 1970. Asbestos was used in 

fascias and guttering and ceilings in schools. I worked on bath panels and 

garage rooves—all were cut to size by saw.” 

            RH 

Professions Affected By Asbestos Disease 

Plumber  Electrician  Heating Engineer  Joiner  Carpenter  Builder 

Asbestos can be found in toilet cisterns and bath 

panels 



Asbestos in the Garden 



Asbestos in Vehicles 

Look out for: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be aware of asbestos when renovating vintage cars and caravans, or when 

working in transport preservation. 

Brake Pads & Linings, Clutch 

Fittings in: 

Cars 

Lorries 

Buses 

Lifts 

Caravans 

Boats 

Rail Locomotives 

Rail Carriages 

Conveyers 

“Asbestos was used in the brake lining material to reduce the risk of overheating. 

We stripped old linings off the brake shoes and riveted new linings in. The old 

asbestos lining would crumble when it was removed. We would joke about the 

dust - people were dismissive of the danger.” 

            HT 



Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team have provided help and advice to 

numerous men who were employed by the railway industry in Derby. Mr C 

gave us a detailed account of his work: 

 

“I started work at age 15 in 1949 at Midland Railway Derby Carriage and Wagon 

Works, Litchurch Lane Derby, I can’t remember the date but shortly after I started 

the railways were nationalised. 

My first job was Office Boy. I was required to visit all the shops and offices, 

delivering and collecting mail. I had to do this for twelve months, during this time a 

line was set up in T2 Shop to spray the interior of the exterior metal panels of 

passenger coaches with blue asbestos. There wasn’t any windows, doors or floors 

fitted in these passenger vehicles. No attempt was made to screen this operation 

from the rest of the workshop and no extraction was provided. As a result of this 

lack of precautions a large area of the shop floor surrounding these vehicles, 

where men were working on benches, became covered in asbestos which was 

cleaned up by brushing. 

After twelve months I started my apprenticeship as a Coach Finisher in D Shop. 

This work involved fitting out the interior of passenger coaches after the asbestos 

spraying was complete. 

In order to facilitate the fitting of panels, packings, blinds and doors it was 

necessary to scrape out the asbestos. This you did by hand using a scraper or a 

wood chisel - the asbestos then fell to the floor.   

 To fit the various packings blind etc. many holes had to be drilled in the exterior 

panels using compressed air drills.  This exhausted forward onto the asbestos 

insulation causing a prolific amount of asbestos fibres to be released into the 

atmosphere for all the people working on the coach to inhale. 

In the mornings we only had a ten minute break for a cup of tea. We didn’t have 

time to go to the canteen, so we stayed on the coach and sat on our toolboxes 

while we had a drink. During this break a labourer would come on the coach and 

sweep up the asbestos that was on the floor and put it in a hessian sack, this 

happened three times each working day. 

The asbestos was not sealed in any way and the worrying thing is, when these 
coaches went into public service, every time a blind was pulled down or an exterior 
door slammed, asbestos fibres would be released from the blind aperture and 
ventilation grids in the ceiling showering the unfortunate paying passengers with 
asbestos dust.” 



“Sheet asbestos was cut and shaped and installed as a fire retardant in boats 

and caravans.” 

          DL 

           

“I worked for the coal board from 1961—1988, maintaining machinery on the 

pit surface. Asbestos was in the conveyor brake linings and around switch 

gear. I used to cut the asbestos out of sheets and make brake shoes. My 

mother used to wash my overalls and she died of respiratory disease. I wonder 

now if it was asbestos related.” 

          MH 

 

“After I returned from National Service in 1961, the diesel electric locomotive 

started being built in the workshops. I was then employed, for a short time, 

building electrical panels which were constructed from sheet asbestos. These 

sheets came in panels of 6ft by 3ft, which were then cut by hand to the size we 

needed.” 

          MK 

Professions Affected By Asbestos Disease 

Mechanic  Caravan Fitter  Naval Engineer  Lift Engineer  Train Builder 



Asbestos in Portable Objects 

Look out for: 

Be aware of asbestos when buying or selling vintage collectables at flea markets, 

antique centres or charity shops. Be vigilant when cleaning out old attics/cellars. 

Gas Masks 

Talcum Powder 

Ironing Boards 

Bunsen Burner Mats 

Oven Gloves 

Sewing Boxes 

Ovens 

Filing Cabinets 

“From 1950 to 1963 I worked for a company that processed asbestos and 

made it into lagging, brake/clutch linings and gas masks. One of the 

departments processed the raw asbestos and this was then made into the 

above items. 

When you cycled into work you could see the lines of washing hung out in the 

environment that was full of dust. Many housewives died of asbestos disease 

in this area.” 

           PG 

Travel iron with asbestos pad 



“I first worked with asbestos when I was with the gas board, scrapping old gas 

appliances. Asbestos was used in the door seals of cookers.” 

            Anon 

All talcum powder processed 

before 1970 contained asbestos 

This is an extract from the ‘Encyclopedia of Needlework’ by Therese De Dillmont. 

First published at the end of the 19th Century. 

Housewives were encouraged to keep asbestos in their sewing boxes. 



Why Be Aware of Asbestos? 

It has the potential to cause disease including Asbestos Related Lung Cancer and 

Mesothelioma. 

 

What is Mesothelioma? 

Mesothelioma is also known as ‘diffuse’ or ‘malignant’ mesothelioma. 

Mesothelioma is a form of cancer that affects the mesothelium, which is a thin 

membrane that lines the inner surface of the chest wall where it is known as the 

peritoneum. It also surrounds the organs found within these cavities, for example 

the heart, lung and intestines.  (Mesothelioma UK website) 

 

It is far more common to have Mesothelioma in the chest than in the abdomen, 

there is approximately 1 case of peritoneal Mesothelioma to every 12 cases of 

pleural mesothelioma. Even low levels of exposure can prove fatal. Currently, 

there is no cure for Mesothelioma. 

 

In 2014 there were 2567 deaths in the UK due to Mesothelioma. More people now 

die of asbestos disease than are killed on the roads. 

Mr A was employed as a technical demonstrator at Northampton College. He was 

a member of a local historical transport society and had been involved in the 

building of model railways and displaying these at rallies and shows.  

In May he suffered a sudden onset of breathlessness. Following investigations by 

the hospital, he was diagnosed with Mesothelioma within three weeks. Despite 

surgery and chemotherapy, Mr A died in October. 

He had previously worked as an electrician for a local contractor. His exposure to 

asbestos occurred mainly from the work of others. He would work in boiler houses 

carrying out electrical installation alongside laggers who would mix and apply 

asbestos insulation to boilers and pipes. In later years, he worked in boiler houses 

of schools and he would lean and brush against pipes lagged with asbestos in 

order to do his job. 



What To Do If You Find Asbestos 

Refer to your local council waste disposal site for portable objects. Usually they 

will ask for it to be double wrapped in plastic.  

 

If you suspect asbestos in a residential building, generally it is only a risk if you 

disturb or damage it and cause fibres to be released into the air. If asbestos-

containing materials are in good condition and in a position where they are not 

going to be disturbed or damaged then it may be safer to leave them where they 

are and ensure that any risks are properly managed. Seek professional advice if 

it needs to be moved—contact the Health and Safety Executive (HSE)  for a list 

of licensed contractors. The HSE also have a section on their website dedicated 

to dealing with asbestos.  

 

Public buildings such as schools should have an Asbestos Survey and Register, 

showing where asbestos is and what condition it is in. This should ideally have 

been carried out in the last five years and should be updated annually. If the 

asbestos is damaged, the room should be evacuated and locked if possible. The 

damage should be reported immediately. Only trained and authorised people 

should enter the room. 

 

Derbyshire Asbestos Support Team have produced an interactive programme for 

the DIY enthusiast called Asbestos in the Home. There is a sister programme for 

school staff called Asbestos in Schools. There are booklets to accompany these 

programmes. To obtain copies contact DAST - 

mail@asbestossupport.co.uk 

01246 380415 

 

DAST’s Asbestos 

in Schools 

interactive project 



Asbestos in Public Buildings & Workplaces 

Look out for: 

Be aware of asbestos when working in public buildings, and if converting old 

buildings into residential properties. 

Schools 

Railway Buildings 

Agricultural Buildings 

Supermarkets 

Bank Strongrooms 

Telephone Exchanges 

Power Stations 

Factories 

“I have spent my whole life in schools from child to headteacher. Schools, 

where often, the go-to material was asbestos. It was used in heating 

installations, as a lagging, for notice-boards and ceiling tiles. Exposure 

constantly took place in natural dust and debris.” 

          DB 

Asbestos can also be found in vinyl floor tiles, shown in the photograph above. 

 

“I worked as a council joiner. I was involved in fireproofing and making 

experiment cabinets for school science labs. This meant cutting asbestos 

sheets on the band saw. It was necessary to get inside the unit to fix the 

asbestos.” 

          DH 



“I worked in civil engineering—on motorway bridges, theatres, office buildings. 

Asbestos was used on motorway bridges, placed between the beams. It was 

used in theatres to lag pipes and in the flooring.” 

         DW 

 

“I worked on construction of CLASP system buildings i.e. schools, clinics. 

Asbestos was used as fire protection to steel work and in some pre-formed end 

casings to internal walls.” 

         TH 

 

“I worked for a company that built telephone exchanges. The walls in the 

exchanges contained hatches to feed the cables through. Fire was a worry so the 

hatches were filled with asbestos bags – like sandbags but filled with asbestos.  

These were filled by hand and then stuffed into the cavity. Asbestos sheets were 

then placed over the top and these were cut by hand with a fretsaw. For smaller 

holes, instead of modern plastic wall plugs, lumps of asbestos were chewed and 

moulded into shape before being stuffed inside.” 

         IC 

This sink in a communal kitchen is fitted with a 

bitumen and asbestos noise reduction patch 

Professions Affected By Asbestos Disease 

Teacher  Caretaker  Shop Worker  Medical Staff  Construction Worker 



Mr B was employed by a local council in the 1970s and 80s. He was a building 

surveyor and he worked on projects in council owned buildings such as 

schools, old people’s homes and police stations.  

 

Many of the buildings were so called CLASP (Consortium of Local Authorities 

Special Programme) buildings which contained extensive asbestos materials. 

Mr B was exposed to asbestos dust as he would enter areas where there were 

asbestos materials whilst carrying out surveys. These included boiler rooms 

containing pipework and boilers lagged with deteriorating asbestos materials, 

roof spaces in which there were friable asbestos materials and walls and 

ceilings constructed with asbestos panels.  

 

He was not warned about the dangers of exposure to asbestos dust and fibre 

and he was not provided with and trained in the use of adequate respiratory 

equipment. 

 

Mr B contracted Mesothelioma. 

 

Asbestos Insulating Board (AIB) internal wall partition 



Memories & Observations 

 

“I remember being at school. The school consisted of a line of prefabricated 

classrooms with a covered walkway running the length of the rooms. The whole 

thing was made of asbestos, I believe it was called asbestolux. One school had 

long corridors and the ceiling was made of a sprayed material. The children used 

to jump up and poke their fingers in it. I believe this was made of asbestos to 

deaden the sound.” 

          AS 

“You don’t need to work directly with asbestos, or work with it for extended periods, 

to be affected by it. I only went on site two or three times per week over a three 

year period. Each visit lasted less than thirty minutes. Thirty years later I have 

Mesothelioma.” 

          RH 

 

“I once helped to refit a bakery and took out an asbestos boiler.  I saw bits of 

asbestos being washed away down the drain.” 

          DB 

 

 "Some buildings had their girders sprayed with blue asbestos which would flake 

and fall to the ground if disturbed by a bird nesting etc."  

          BC 

THERE IS NO “SAFE” ASBESTOS 

OLD AGE DOES NOT MEAN IT HAS LOST 

ITS POWER TO KILL! 



Good life, good jobs, good times to be had 

Life looks great, nothing is bad 

Just left school; a job’s come my way 

The days are long but I get good pay 

 

Decided to train as a Joiner 

Refurbishing and doing new builds 

An apprenticeship I’m going to serve 

I’ll work hard for cash I deserve 

 

Worked hard to earn my first week’s pay 

Sawing up stuff that they say 

Is a magic mineral, too good to be true 

It comes in brown, white and blue 

 

A magic mineral that’s fireproof 

For walls and ceilings and in the roof 

With dust like snow and so we play 

Making snowballs every day 

 

My pal is working as a Plumber’s mate 

He also thinks his job is great 

Lags pipes and boilers, can’t believe his luck 

Mixes asbestos powder they call monkey 
muck! 

 

The years roll by, the kids have grown 

From the family nest they now have flown 

Just my wife and me are left at home 

So we plan our future on our own 

 

Today I saw my Plumber mate  

He said he wasn’t well 

He had a cough and was short of breath 

Had asbestos sealed his fate 

 

Alas I too do not feel right 

I’m having sweats all through the night 

It’s hard to breathe I feel so weak 

I’m off to the doctors, hope the future’s not 
bleak 

 

Went for my results and who should be there 

My mate the Plumber, life isn’t fair 

Every day we’ve worked hard to care for our 
family 

And now they tell us we have mesothelioma 

 

The silent killer has lain in wait 

But now it’s sealed our fate 

Years it’s taken to manifest 

If only there was a simple test 

 

How many more have already died 

By merely going to work 

Our moral rights have been denied 

No reward for loyalty – what a perq! 

 

I hope our story will live on forever 

And that those who knew will never 

Play with lives and cause so much pain 

So our lives have not been in vain 

 

Life is precious, I won’t give up the fight 

For what is my human and moral right 

I will stay positive, cling to what I’ve got                     

But please do not “forget-me-not”     

 

By DAST Volunteer Audrey Carlin 

 

 

 

Forget-Mesothelioma-Not 
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If you were exposed to asbestos at work and diagnosed with a prescribed 

asbestos related disease… 

You may be entitled to Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (IIDB) from the 

Department of Work and Pensions. This benefit is not payable for pleural 

plaques. 

You may also be entitled to a lump sum from the Government. If you have been 

diagnosed with Mesothelioma and exposed to asbestos in the UK you will 

automatically be entitled to this lump sum, even if you cannot recall being 

exposed to asbestos at work. 

You and your family may also be eligible for other benefits such as Attendance 

Allowance or Personal Independence payment or Carer’s Allowance. 

If you were negligently exposed to asbestos you may be able to claim 

compensation through the courts. We can advise about making a civil claim, 

through our panel solicitors, who like us, have established links through the 

Trade Union Movement. 

About DAST 

DAST cover the East Midlands region, we offer help to all families affected by 

asbestos related disease. 

 We offer advice on accessing Welfare Benefits and Government and Civil 

Compensation. 

 We also arrange support group meetings, conferences, informal coffee 

mornings and afternoon teas as well as social events where you can share 

your experiences and meet others.  

 We organise an event for Action Mesothelioma Day to bring people 

together to share experiences and demand action to improve the lives of 

those diagnosed with Mesothelioma. 

 We also have a number of resources to help and support you including 

hand held fans, travel insurance information and recipe books.  



DONATE TO DAST 

Title……………. First name or initial(s)………………………………………………… 

Surname…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Full home address………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Postcode…………………………….. Date……………………………………………….. 

I would like to make a one-off donation and enclose my cheque for £……. 

I would like to make a regular donation through bankers standing order (see 

form below) 

To (Name of your bank)…………………………………………………………………… 

Branch…………………………….. Sort code……………………………………… 

Address of your bank…………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Account Name……………………………………………………………………………. 

Account Number…………………………………………………………………………. 

Please Pay: 

Unity Trust Bank, 4 Oozells Square, Birmingham, B1 2HB 

Sort Code: 60.83.01 Account Name: DAST Account No: 20122421 

I wish to give £…………..per month/quarter/year (please circle) 

Commencing………………………...until further notice 

Signature………………………………………………   Date………………………….. 

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £…………….and any donations I make in 

the future or have made in the past 4 years to DAST. 

Gift Aid 

If I have ticked the Gift Aid box I confirm that I am a UK Income or Capital Gains taxpayer. I have read this statement and 

want the charity named above to reclaim tax on the donation detailed, given on the date shown.  In understand that if I pay 

less Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all of my donations it 

is my responsibility to pay any difference. I understand that the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I have given.  

Please notify the charity if you want to change this declaration, change your name or address or if you no longer pay 

sufficient tax. 

Return this form to DAST, 34 Glumangate, Chesterfield, S40 1TX 


