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Welcome to our Newsletter 

Would you be willing to take part in a study looking at gender 

differences in the treatment and diagnosis of mesothelioma?  

The Gendered Experience of Mesothelioma Study: GEMS 

Why is the study being conducted? 

Following consultation with health and legal professionals, there 

was a suggestion that the   experience of men and women with 

mesothelioma may be different.  

Some initial indications are that awareness of the disease,     

experience of getting a diagnosis, and access to treatment,    

compensation and welfare may differ.   

The GEMS study aims to explore the experiences of men and   

women with mesothelioma, their family carers as well as the      

various hospital staff they come into contact with.  

The goal of the study is to establish with participants how      

services should best be delivered to be accessible and           

acceptable to both men and women. 

We need your help! 

Have you been diagnosed with mesothelioma more than 

6 months ago? 

Are you interested in taking part in an interview? 

If you have answered yes to both questions, please      

contact:  

Stephanie Ejegi-Memeh     

Email s.ejegi-memeh@sheffield.ac.uk   

Phone: 07885817086 

mailto:s.ejegi-memeh@sheffield.ac.uk


What does GEMS involve? 

The project will involve interviews with people who have a        

diagnosis of mesothelioma and their family carers. We will also 

interview the range of staff involved in health, legal and other     

mesothelioma support services.  

You can also find further information about GEMS on the      

Mesothelioma UK website. https://www.mesothelioma.uk.com/

news/gendered-experience-of-mesothelioma-study-gems-looking

-for-participants/  

GEMS is a collaborative study funded by Mesothelioma UK, 

Irwin Mitchel, Royds Whithy King, 12 King’s Bench Walk,      

Papworth Mesothelioma Social, and HASAG 

GEMS is being conducted by the Mesothelioma Patient     

Experience Research Group at the Division of Nursing and    

Midwifery, University of Sheffield.  

How to Donate to DAST 
 Please consider leaving a gift to DAST in your Will.         
Legacies can really make a difference in the level of service 
that we are able to deliver to others affected by asbestos. 
 Arrange to make a regular monthly donation by setting up a  
banker’s standing order. Forms can be downloaded from our 
website, or obtained by contacting the office. 
 Make an online donation through The Big Give or Virgin-
MoneyGiving websites. You can also set up a sponsor page 
through VirginMoneyGiving if you are planning an event. If 
you do your shopping online, go through the easyfundrais-
ing.org.uk   website to raise a donation at no extra cost. 
 If you or relatives work for a business that gives charitable     
donations, please put DAST forward. 
 Make/donate small items for us to sell on stalls or on ebay. 
 Save us your used postage stamps, printer ink cartridges and 
old or foreign currency – we can recycle these in return for cash. 
 Join our 100 Club 
 Send a cheque, payable to DAST, to 34 Glumangate,        

Chesterfield, S40 1TX 

https://www.mesothelioma.uk.com/news/gendered-experience-of-mesothelioma-study-gems-looking-for-participants/
https://www.mesothelioma.uk.com/news/gendered-experience-of-mesothelioma-study-gems-looking-for-participants/
https://www.mesothelioma.uk.com/news/gendered-experience-of-mesothelioma-study-gems-looking-for-participants/


New Information Leaflet 

Published 

Thanks to a grant from Foundation 

Derbyshire, DAST has been able to 

produce a new leaflet aimed at raising awareness of asbestos 

among the farming community.  

“Asbestos and Agriculture” focuses 

on where asbestos might be found 

on farms – in the mid-20
th
 century it 

was widely used to build barns and 

sheds and to   insulate pipework. Old 

items of farm  machinery that use 

clutches and brakes, for example     

tractors, are also likely to contain   

asbestos. The leaflet contains advice 

on what to do if you work in this     

environment and how DAST can help 

if those exposed on farms go on to        

develop an asbestos related disease.  

We will be launching this new leaflet 

at an event to be arranged for  Friday 

6th  December, in Bakewell. We hope 

that some of you will be able to come 

and join us. We would also be grateful if 

those of you living in rural areas could 

help us by  distributing copies to local 

venues such as village halls and        

libraries. If you are able to take a supply 

of leaflets to hand out please contact: 

 

sarah.walters@asbestossupport.co.uk  

or telephone 01246 380415 and she will 

post some out to you. Photograph credit—The 

Museum of English Rural 

Life (University of Reading) 

mailto:sarah.walters@asbestossupport.co.uk


Walk a Mile for Mesothelioma 

A big thank you to all those who took part in Walk a Mile for   

Mesothelioma 2019 – if you joined us at our walk in Darley Dale, 

sponsored us or organised your own walk you have helped to raise 

over £1,500 in support of DAST’s services. This really helps us to get 

out to people who have been newly diagnosed with Mesothelioma and 

to give them the advice and    

support that they need. 

Marilyn Bailey organised her 

own walk with friends (human 

and furry) and chose a      

beautiful Saturday to stride out 

to raise awareness of DAST. 

Marilyn raised over £300 with 

her VirginMoneyGiving page 

including Gift Aid.  

 

Below is a picture of Eve Dudden who many of you will have 

seen at various events. Eve has been a great supporter of DAST 

for some years now and organised her own walk through the 

beautiful Shipley Park.  

Eve has also recently been 

given a special award by 

way of saying thank you, 

from the Guides that she 

volunteers with.  Eve, at 80 

years young, you are an 

inspiration to us all! 

 

If you would be interested in organising your own Walk a Mile for 

Mesothelioma, please contact Sarah for a fundraising pack on 

01246 380415 or email sarah.walters@asbestossupport.co.uk  



Amazon Smile 

Do you regularly shop with Amazon? You 

can now earn donations for DAST with your 

purchases by going through https://

smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

What is AmazonSmile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support a 

charity of your choice every time you shop, at no cost to you. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll find the exact same 

low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as 

amazon.co.uk, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 

portion of the purchase price to your selected charity. 

How do I shop at AmazonSmile? 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk from 

the web browser on your computer or mobile device. You may 

also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.co.uk to make it 

even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable 

donations? 

Millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations to 

charities by Amazon. You will see eligible products marked 

“Eligible for smile.amazon.co.uk donation” on their product detail 

pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and               

subscription renewals are not currently eligible. 

Can I use my existing Amazon.co.uk account on                

AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on amazon.co.uk and             
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same.                                                                                                                             

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


Race to the Stones 
Huge thankyou to Steve Dunstan 

and his employer Scottbader chemi-

cal company, who have presented 

us with a whopping £1430! 

This was raised by Steve running 

The Race To the Stones in July of 

this year.  The Race to the Stones is 

a 100km run through the heart of the 

English countryside. The stones in 

question are the monolithic standing sarsens at Avebury in     

Wiltshire, which form one of Europe’s largest Neolithic           

monuments. They weigh up to 65 tonnes each and the site is   

estimated to be at least 4,800 years old. More remarkably still, it 

is the only stone circle in the world to have both a pub and a 

chapel at its centre. It’s a truly mystical place.  

The stones are a dramatic finish line, but what makes this run so 

spectacular is that the route follows the Ridgeway – Britain’s   

oldest long-distance path. Cutting from the Chilterns in             

Oxfordshire across the Thames to the North Wessex Downs, the 

trail has existed for 5,000 years. 

Steve was running in memory of his Father 

in Law, Reg Harvey. Steve says “I would 

like to start by saying what a fantastic job 

you did in supporting my father-in-law Reg,  

before his passing away and in supporting 

all the family after. I decided as I am a keen 

runner, I would raise money for your worthy 

charity by running the Race to the Stones – 

62.5 miles in 24 hours.”  

Steve completed the run in an incredible 16 

hours and 20 minutes. Steve’s wonderful 

fundraising was matched by his employer, Scottbader. Sincere 

thanks to everyone who has supported Steve in this amazing 

feat.  

http://go.theguardian.com/?id=114047X1572903&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationaltrust.org.uk%2Favebury%2F&sref=https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2014/sep/28/racing-to-the-stones-running-ridgeway
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway
http://www.nationaltrail.co.uk/ridgeway


Breathless  

by Daniel Lambo 

Asbestos is a global problem, 

which is evident from the very 

powerful film ‘Breathless’ by    

Daniel Lambo. 

After the death of Daniel’s father in 

a village in Belgium, Daniel sets 

off on a passionate quest to find the truth about the deadly as-

bestos industry.  His quest takes him to the largest waste dump 

in India where he uncovers a          cold-blooded industry still en-

dangering the lives of workers and  consumers around the 

world.   

Daniel and Eric’s story 

Daniel Lambo’s father, Eric, worked at the asbestos Eternit    

Factory in Belgium; Daniel himself worked there to pay for his 

first camera.  Here in Belgium we also meet Asbestos            

campaigner, Eric Jonckheere, who has lost family members to 

mesothelioma.   

India 

When the Eternit factory closed, 

the production moved to India 

where the amount of asbestos 

usage         rocketed.  We meet 

families  who   work  for the   

factory; their asbestos homes 

provided for by the company.  

The school building is behind 

the factory and    children play 

in the  asbestos dumps.  A truly 

shocking image.   

 



However, it is also uplifting as we meet the ordinary families    

joining the fight against the asbestos giant.  One of these people  

Is Nirmala,  a  mother and former teacher who was diagnosed 

with an asbestos-related disease.   Nirmala wants to provide a 

better future for the children and villages – one free of asbestos 

related disease.   Supported by Indian Lawyer and Activist, 

Tublu Krishnendu Mukherjee, they look at the            possibilities 

of starting a lawsuit against  

Eternit for crimes       committed 

in India. Their journey takes 

Nirmala and Tublu to the United 

Nations where Nirmala gives a 

heart-felt and gripping speech.    

 

Conclusion 

The film is both shocking and 

uplifting but it is also motivating.  

I am sure Daniel’s father would 

have been proud of his brave 

son who, through the medium of 

this film, has highlighted the         

disregard for human beings by the asbestos industry as well as 

standing up against the global giants.  

 

The film lasts approximately 55 minutes and can be seen on  

 

Monday 11
th

 November 2019 at the Quad, Market Place,  

Cathedral Quarter, Derby, DE1 3AS  

 6.30pm – 9pm  

Refreshments and buffet served on arrival  

Please contact Joanne Gordon on 01246 380415  

joanne.gordon@asbestossupport.co.uk  

mailto:joanne.gordon@asbestossupport.co.uk


FUTURE EVENTS  

Hucknall Wellbeing Day  
 
Monday 21st October 2019   
11.00am – 1.00pm 
John Godber Centre, Ogle Street,     
Hucknall, Nottingham NG15 7FQ   
Including ‘Staying Warm’ – free energy  
advice, and Move it or Lose it  

** Booking Required** 

Louth Wellbeing Day 
  
Tuesday 19

th
 November 2019   

11am to 1pm 
My Father's Moustache Pub, North 
Holme Road, Louth LN11 0HF  
Move it or Lose it – accessible chair 
based exercises  

** Booking Required** 

Chesterfield Festival of Trees  
 
29

th
 November 2019 

10.30am – 12.30pm   
The Saints Parish Centre,  
16 St Mary's Gate,  
Chesterfield, S41 7TD 

Our speaker  will be David 
Tideswell who will be talking about 

Winter Birds.                             
**Booking Required** 



 

DAST AGM and Christmas Meal and Social   

 

Wednesday 11
th

 December 2019  

11am – 2.00pm  

Entertainment by Stacey Lynn Crowe 

Best Western Stuart Hotel, 

119 London Road, Derby,  

DE1 2QR 

 

Asbestos & Agriculture Information Event 
 

Friday 6th December 2019 

10.30 - 13.30 

Agricultural Business Centre 

Agricultural Way, Bakewell, 

Derbyshire DE45 1AH 

 

** Booking Required** 

** Booking Required** 



Social media – If you or your family use Social   

Media please check out our sites and help us to 

reach more people 

Facebook  

DAST (Derbyshire Asbestos Support 

Team) 

dast - east midlands wide asbestos 

support 

Twitter      

     

     @DAST24  

 

 

Instagram  

 

     Dast_east_midlands 

 

Please like or share our Facebook posts and         

re-tweet our messages to help raise awareness  

100 Club 

August draw – Number 99 was drawn, owned by Mrs Franklin of 

Lincolnshire 

 

September draw - Number 80 was drawn, currently available 
and so the prize money has been rolled over. 


