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Why be aware of asbestos? 
It has the potential to cause disease including Mesothelioma, Lung 
Cancer, Asbestosis and Pleural Plaques. 

What is Mesothelioma? 
Mesothelioma is also known as ‘diffuse’ or ‘malignant’ Mesothelioma. 
Mesothelioma is a form of cancer that affects the mesothelium, 
which is a thin membrane that lines the inner surface of the chest 
wall where it is known as the pleura, and abdomen, where it is known 
as the peritoneum. It also surrounds the organs found within these 
cavities, for example the heart, lung and intestines.  

Even low levels of exposure can prove fatal. Currently there is no 
cure for Mesothelioma. The Health and Safety Executive states that 
asbestos is the single greatest cause of work-related deaths.

Where might asbestos be found 
on farms and in rural areas?
•  Prefabricated barns and sheds
•  Corrugated rooves
•  Water tanks
•  Pipe & boiler insulation
•  Drainpipes and gutters
•  Tractor brake and clutch 

linings

Not all asbestos is visible and 
may be hidden in the fabric 
of the building - take care 
especially when drilling holes. 

Government guidance states 
that white asbestos, also 
known as Crysotile, is the 
most common type of asbestos 
to be found on farms. This is 
sometimes falsely referred to 
as the “safe asbestos” but this 
is not the case.  

“The British farmer 
knows a good thing 

when he sees it - and 
that’s why more 

and more Asbestos 
Cement products 

are being used today 
in agricultural 
communities.”

Turners Asbestos Cement 
advert, 1963

If a building dates from before 1999, it is likely to contain asbestos.



THERE IS NO SAFE ASBESTOS
Each of these workers went on to develop an asbestos related 
disease.

What to do if there is 
asbestos in your workplace
• Asbestos becomes dangerous 

when it is damaged and the 
fibres become loose. If the 
asbestos is not damaged and 
not in a position where it may 
be disturbed, then it may be 
safer to leave it and ensure 
that the risks are properly 
managed. The landowner must 
make an asbestos management 
plan. Visit www.hse.gov.
uk/asbestos/managing/ for 
guidance.

•  Any asbestos removal work 
must be carried out by a 
licensed contractor. Visit

www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/
licencing and www.hse.gov.uk/
asbestos/essentials for guidance.

Mr L helped to insulate 
farm buildings with 
asbestos sheets and 
replaced old rooves 
with asbestos roof 

sheets.

Mr S re-roofed agricultural 
buildings in the 1960s to 

modernise them. “It was just 
accepted as an alternative roofing 

material. Protective clothing 
wasn’t mentioned or offered.”

Mr M worked in plant nurseries, 
applying asbestos to the boilers 

and pipes that heated the 
greenhouses.

“Ruberoid asbestos 
cement Stonewall 
board is the ideal 

farm building 
material...the big 

grey sheets provide 
their own weather 

protection and 
never need paint...
there’s nothing like 

it for poultry.”
Ruberoid advert, 1950s



If you have been exposed to asbestos in your workplace and 
diagnosed with a prescribed asbestos disease… 
You may be entitled to Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit (IIDB) 
from the Department of Work and Pensions. This benefit is not 
payable for pleural plaques. 

You may also be entitled to a lump sum from the Government. If you 
have been diagnosed with Mesothelioma and exposed to asbestos in 
the UK you will automatically be entitled to this lump sum, even if 
you cannot recall being exposed to asbestos at work.  

You and your family may also be eligible for other benefits such as 
Attendance Allowance or Carer’s Allowance.  

If you were negligently exposed to asbestos you may be able to claim 
compensation through the courts. DAST can advise about making a 
civil claim through our panel solicitors who, like us, have established 
links through the trade union movement.
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About DAST: 
DAST provide services throughout the East Midlands  
region to any family affected by asbestos disease.

•  Advice on benefits and compensation
•  Events, social meetings and wellbeing days
•  Bereavement support
•  Befriending
•  Asbestos awareness and campaigning
www.asbestossupport.co.uk  Tel: 01246 380415
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Fly Tipping 
Fly tipping of asbestos waste is a common problem in rural 
districts. If you see material dumped that you believe might be 
asbestos, contact the local authority as soon as possible. Restrict 
access to the area if you can and if possible put up warning 
notices. If you see a criminal dumping asbestos do not approach 
them, take the vehicle registration number and report it. 


